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Dear Attendees, 

It is our pleasure to welcome you to the 2023 Region 7 Conference of The American
Indian Science and Engineering Society (AISES). We are thrilled to bring this event
to Robeson Community College in Lumberton, North Carolina, on April 21st and
22nd. 

This conference is a unique opportunity for students, educators, professionals, and
community members to learn, network, and discuss issues related to science,
technology, engineering, and math (STEM) fields. Our goal is to provide a supportive
and inclusive environment where everyone feels welcomed and empowered to
reach their full potential. 

At this conference, you will have the chance to participate in a wide range of
activities, including keynote addresses, panel discussions, technical workshops,
cultural learning, and a career hub. You will also have the opportunity to engage
with fellow attendees and experts in your field, learn about cutting-edge research,
and gain valuable skills and knowledge that will help you succeed in your academic
and professional journey. 

We are committed to making this conference a safe and enjoyable experience for
everyone, and we will be following all local and national guidelines to ensure the
health and well-being of our attendees. We also invite you to explore the beautiful
town of Lumberton and the surrounding areas, which are rich in history and culture. 

We would like to give a special thanks to our conference sponsors who have
supported our efforts as we honor and celebrate American Indians throughout this
nation. Please see their ads throughout this program and support them now and in
the future.  

We thank you for your interest in AISES and the Region 7 Conference, and we look
forward to welcoming you to Robeson Community College. 

Sincerely, 

AISES Region 7 Conference Committee 

 



 

DAY 1 AGENDA - FRIDAY, APRIL 21, 2023

8:30AM-9:00AM Registration and Refreshments - Auditorium FoyerRegistration and Refreshments - Auditorium Foyer

9:00AM-10:00AM Opening Ceremony - AuditoriumOpening Ceremony - Auditorium
Blessing - Reggie Brewer (Blessing - Reggie Brewer (Lumbee)Lumbee)   
Honor Song - John Oxendine (Honor Song - John Oxendine (LumbeeLumbee))   
Posting of Colors - Native American VeteransPosting of Colors - Native American Veterans  
National Anthem - Liliana Locklear (National Anthem - Liliana Locklear (LumbeeLumbee))   
Welcome/Opening Remarks - Melissa Singler (Welcome/Opening Remarks - Melissa Singler (Waccamaw SiouanWaccamaw Siouan))                                          
                                                                                                        President of Robeson Community CollegePresident of Robeson Community College  
Introduction of Circle of Elders - Veronica Freeman (Introduction of Circle of Elders - Veronica Freeman (Waccamaw SiouanWaccamaw Siouan))   
Introduction of Keynote Speaker - Scottie Locklear (Introduction of Keynote Speaker - Scottie Locklear (LumbeeLumbee))   
Dismissal to Sessions - Megan Locklear (Dismissal to Sessions - Megan Locklear (LumbeeLumbee))   

10:00AM-10:15AM Break                                                                                                               
 Registration for 1:15 p.m. Offsite Cultural and STEM Excursions - Auditorium Foyer

10:00AM-2:00PM Career Hub for Students - Student Center, Bldg. 13 
Undergraduate and Graduate students can register for Scholarship Drawing            
Must be present at the drawing on Saturday to win.

11:00AM-11:15AM Transitional Break 

11:15AM-12:00PM Breakout Sessions

12:00PM-1:00PM LUNCH - Student Center, Bldg. 13                                                                           
Student Caucus -voting for Region 7 student representative   

AFTERNOON OPTION 1 

1:15PM–2:00PM Professional Sessions
2:15PM–3:30PM Talking Circles 

AFTERNOON OPTION 2 - UNCP & ETI TOURS

1:15PM-5:PM UNCP Tours: Museum of the Southeast American Indian and The Curt and
Catherine Locklear American Indian Heritage Center:
www.uncp.edu/resources/museum-southeast-american-indian
Emerging Technology Institute: www.eticommunity.com

6:00PM-8:00PM Banquet 
Oakwood Farms and Venue | www.oakwoodfarmsandvenue.com
955 Red Hill Road, Maxton, NC. 28364
(Transportation departing from RCC Auditorium at 5:15) 

Welcome – Dr. Kenneth Bowen 
Remarks – John Lowery, Lumbee Tribal Chairman 
Remarks and Videos – Paid Sponsorships 
Blessing – Howard Jacobs, Waccamaw Siouan Tribal Council 
Dinner - Prepared by Dial’s Catering 

10:15AM-11:00AM Breakout Sessions 

8:00PM-10:00PM Dance/Social - Elite Entertainment



DAY 2 AGENDA - SATURDAY, APRIL 22

8:30AM-9:00AM Registration - Auditorium FoyerRegistration - Auditorium Foyer  
Vendors and refreshments - Student Center/QuadVendors and refreshments - Student Center/Quad

9:00AM-10:00AM OpeningOpening  -  - AuditoriumAuditorium

Welcome and Opening Remarks - Heath Worriax, RCC AISES Co-AdvisorWelcome and Opening Remarks - Heath Worriax, RCC AISES Co-Advisor
Introduction of Circle of Elders - Veronica Freeman Introduction of Circle of Elders - Veronica Freeman (Waccamaw Siouan)(Waccamaw Siouan)   
Introduction of Keynote Speaker - Loretta AllenIntroduction of Keynote Speaker - Loretta Allen  (Lumbee) (Lumbee) ,,                                                                                    
                                                                                                                        RCC AISES Co-AdvisorRCC AISES Co-Advisor
Scholarship Drawing - Lisa Hunt, Dr. Kenneth Bowen and Scottie LocklearScholarship Drawing - Lisa Hunt, Dr. Kenneth Bowen and Scottie Locklear
Dismissal to Sessions - Megan Locklear (Lumbee)Dismissal to Sessions - Megan Locklear (Lumbee)  

10:00AM-10:15AM Transitional Break

10:15AM-11:00AM Breakout Sessions

11:15AM-12:00PM Breakout Sessions

12:00PM-3:00PM AISES Fest (Quad)

Pow Wow Exhibition / Cultural Showcase 
Entertainment 
Arts and Crafts Vendors 
Food Trucks 
Drone and Robot Show 

11:00AM-11:15AM Transitional Break



Eagle Sponsor

https://www.lumbeetribe.com/single-post/lumbee-tribe-holdings-inc



Eagle Sponsor

https://www.duke-energy.com/home



 Keynote Speaker - Friday, April 21 

           Jada L. Brooks, an enrolled member of the Lumbee Tribe, is an Associate
Professor and Ross Distinguished Term Scholar of the University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill School of Nursing. One of few Indigenous nurses holding a doctoral
degree, Dr. Brooks is widely regarded as a scholar and leader in health disparities
research with tribal communities in North Carolina and beyond. Funded externally
for two decades by the National Institutes of Health, her 20+ years of community-
engaged research focuses on environmental conditions that shape health outcomes
and inequalities among American Indians. As an Indigenous nurse scientist, Dr.
Brooks is dedicated to raising awareness about environmental health in Indian
Country and is equally devoted to cultivating the next generation of environmental
leaders.

 
JADA L. BROOKS, PhD, MSPH, RN, FAAN, PhD Program Lead Faculty  

UNC School of Nursing
Associate Professor and Ross Distinguished Term Scholar 

of Psychiatric-Mental Health Nursing
 
 



2023 AISES REGION 7 CONFERENCE  
 MORNING  SESSIONS - 10:15AM BLOCK

DAY 1 Friday, April 21       10:15am - 11:00am

TRICKSTER'S CHALLENGE: AN ESCAPE ROOM | RM 1404B, UPSTAIRS
Deneen Hernandez, Retired Forensic Examiner, Retired - FBI Laboratory Seneca Nation of
Indians

An escape room, also known as a puzzle room, exit game, or riddle room is a game in which
a team of players discovers clues, solves puzzles, and accomplish tasks.

Audience: Pre-College, College, Professionals

EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITIES WITH NASA: OPPORTUNITIES FOR
STUDENTS | RM 1443B, UPSTAIRS
Caronine Montgromery, Activity Manager - NASA

In this session, you will have a chance to hear from a Native American NASA employee and
learn more about their unique STEM pathway story. There will be time to ask them questions
and have a meaningful discussion. You will also learn about various pathways to NASA and
how you can start your journey to joining the NASA family. The goal of this session is to
highlight a Native STEM role model at NASA while informing AISES students on the multitude
of opportunities available to engage with NASA and NASA's missions. Specifically, we will
look at the NASA internships application process and learn more about tips and tricks on how
to apply for opportunities.

Audience: College

CASE OF THE BLOODY BUMPER: WHO HIT MYLES GALORE DURING
HIS EARLY MORNING RUN? WAS IT MISS IDA NOE | - RM 106
Courtney Berhle, Senior Director of STEM Outreach - BioNetwork

Find out by performing gel electrophoresis on a black fiber and performing an assay of the
blood on her bumper to see if it came from a human!

Audience: Pre-College



DAY 1 Friday, April 21       10:15am - 11:00am

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF SERIES | CHOOSE ONE OF THE SESSIONS
Explore a Day in the Life of sessions and learn from a variety of professionals - what they do, how
they do it, and the path that took them there. 

A Day in the Life of a Health Sciences Professional | Rm 1421B, Upstairs
Felisa Hammonds, Nurse Practitioner - Scotland Memorial Hospital 
Damilia Brooks Quintanilla, Dental Hygienist - Dalton P. Brooks Family and Cosmetic Dentistry
Robert Nusbaum, DMD - ECU School of Dental Medicine

A Day in the Life of an Engineer Professional | Rm 1419B, Upstairs
Anna Jacoboson Eckert, Residential Energy Analysts; Robert (Bob) Moser, Civil Engineer & Ramona
(Mona) Grunden, Archaeologist - TRC Companies          
Sunny Myers, Senior Inclusion & Diversity Business Partner - Palo Alto Networks
Janie Locklear, AutoCad C3D Pipeline Design Engineer - CDM Smith

A Day in the Life of an Industrial and Electrical Maintenance Professional | Rm 1401B, Upstairs
Kendrick Locklear, Technology Expert - Unilever 
Trey Hammonds, Maintenance Supervisor - Mountaire Farms
Josiah Locklear, Automation Technician - Unilever

A Day in the Life of an IT Professional S| Rm 1414B, Upstairs
Liz Cummings, Deputy CIO, Director IT Support - UNCP
Coty Sutherland, Software Engineering Manager - Red Hat
Tabitha Locklear, IT Architect Engineer - UNCP

Audience: Pre-College, College

DUKE ENERGY: PATH TO NET ZERO | RM 1413A, DOWNSTAIRS
Heather C. Oxendine, Manager CD Area Ops Support - Duke Energy

An overview of Duke Energy’s climate strategy. By 2050, Duke Energy plans to achieve net-
zero carbon emissions. Duke Energy’s mission since bringing electricity to the Carolinas in
1904 has been to power the lives of its customers and the vitality of its communities. Today,
it continues that tradition by embracing innovation to generate the cleaner energy that
customers want while maintaining the reliable affordable service they depend on.

Audience: College, Professionals                                     



DAY 1 Friday, April 21       10:15am - 11:00am

MAKING THE MOST OF COLLEGE - HOW TO SET YOURSELF UP FOR
EARLY CAREER SUCCESS AND BEYOND! | RM 1401A, DOWNSTAIRS
Michael Sanderson, Manufacturing Automation Engineer - Pfizer

In this session, the presenter shares information that precollege and college students can
use to help give them a better foundation for starting their career drawing from recent
experiences of undergrad and being an early professional. College truly is an extension of
your career giving you a base for the ability to learn, building a network, and some
experience that will be leveraged into getting that first job after graduation. Topics to
explore will include using resources such as tutoring centers, Student Support Services (Trio),
and their Career Development Centers (CDC’s). Exploring different experiences such as
studying abroad, to do a rotational COOP or not to COOP (the downsides to not having any
experience when graduating), and joining student clubs. Personal activities that could be
beneficial such as developing a routine, saving money/learning how to manage finances,
and taking time to learn more about yourself. 
Common dilemmas: Do I need a masters? Why it’s a good idea to start planning for
furthering your education instead of waiting.
Why do I need a mentor? Understanding what type of mentorship is needed for what
situation.
Should I stick to this degree? Why it's okay to not know what you want to do (a lot of people
don't know what they want to do).

Audience: Pre-College, College                      

WHO'S YOUR PEOPLE: A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE LUMBEE TRIBE OF
NORTH CAROLINA| RM 1458A, DOWNSTAIRS
Dr. Lawrence Locklear, Director of Office of Student Inclusion and Diversity - UNCP

Join us to learn more about the Indigenous peoples of the Southeastern United States,
particularly the Lumbee Tribe of North Carolina. The session will highlight aspects of Lumbee
history and culture, including notable people, places, and events.

Audience: Pre-College, College, Professionals                                     



DAY 1 Friday, April 21       11:15am - 12:00pm

TRICKSTER'S CHALLENGE: AN ESCAPE ROOM | RM 1404B, UPSTAIRS
Deneen Hernandez, Retired Forensic Examiner, Retired - FBI Laboratory Seneca Nation of
Indians

An escape room, also known as a puzzle room, exit game, or riddle room is a game in which
a team of players discovers clues, solves puzzles, and accomplish tasks.

Audience: Pre-College, College, Professionals

EXPLORE THE POSSIBILITIES WITH NASA: OPPORTUNITIES FOR
STUDENTS | RM 1443B, UPSTAIRS
Caronine Montgromery, Activity Manager - NASA

In this session, you will have a chance to hear from a Native American NASA employee and
learn more about their unique STEM pathway story. There will be time to ask them questions
and have a meaningful discussion. You will also learn about various pathways to NASA and
how you can start your journey to joining the NASA family. The goal of this session is to
highlight a Native STEM role model at NASA while informing AISES students on the multitude
of opportunities available to engage with NASA and NASA's missions. Specifically, we will
look at the NASA internships application process and learn more about tips and tricks on how
to apply for opportunities.

Audience: College

CASE OF THE BLOODY BUMPER: WHO HIT MYLES GALORE DURING
HIS EARLY MORNING RUN? WAS IT MISS IDA NOE | - RM 106
Courtney Berhle, Senior Director of STEM Outreach - BioNetwork

Find out by performing gel electrophoresis on a black fiber and performing an assay of the
blood on her bumper to see if it came from a human!

Audience: Pre-College

2023 AISES REGION 7 CONFERENCE  
 MORNING  SESSIONS - 11:15 AM BLOCK



DAY 1 Friday, April 21       11:15am - 12:00pm

A DAY IN THE LIFE OF SERIES | CHOOSE ONE OF THE SESSIONS
Explore a Day in the Life of sessions and learn from a variety of professionals - what they do, how
they do it, and the path that took them there. 

A Day in the Life of a Health Sciences Professional | Rm 1421B, Upstairs
Felisa Hammonds, Nurse Practitioner - Scotland Memorial Hospital 
Damilia Brooks Quintanilla, Dental Hygienist - Dalton P. Brooks Family and Cosmetic Dentistry.
Robert Nusbaum, DMD - ECU School of Dental Medicine

A Day in the Life of an Engineer Professional | Rm 1419B, Upstairs
Anna Jacoboson Eckert, Residential Energy Analysts; Robert (Bob) Moser, Civil Engineer & Ramona
(Mona) Grunden, Archaeologist - TRC Companies 
Sunny Myers, Senior Inclusion & Diversity Business Partner - Palo Alto Networks
Janie Locklear, AutoCad C3D Pipeline Design Engineer - CDM Smith

A Day in the Life of an Industrial and Electrical Maintenance Professional | Rm 1401B, Upstairs
Kendrick Locklear, Technology Expert - Unilever 
Trey Hammonds, Maintenance Supervisor - Mountaire Farms
Josiah Locklear, Automation Technician - Unilever

A Day in the Life of an IT Professional | Rm 1414B, Upstairs
Liz Cummings, Deputy CIO, Director IT Support - UNCP
Coty Sutherland, Software Engineering Manager - Red Hat
Tabitha Locklear, IT Architect Engineer - UNCP

Audience: Pre-College, College

THE FUTURE OF CYBERSECURITY | RM 1458A, DOWNSTAIRS

Zach Oxendine, Engineering Technical Program Manager - Microsoft

Cybersecurity professionals are concerned about the growing number and sophistication of
cyber threats and attacks, which can result in significant financial and reputational damage.
They are also worried about the shortage of skilled cybersecurity professionals and the skills
gap, as demand for cybersecurity expertise continues to grow faster than the supply of
qualified candidates. In addition, emerging technologies like AI, machine learning, and IoT
pose new challenges and risks, creating new attack surfaces that are difficult to secure.
Finally, compliance with a growing number of regulations and standards related to data
privacy and security is a major concern for cybersecurity professionals, as non-compliance
can result in significant consequences for organizations.

Audience: Pre-College, College, Professionals                                     



DAY 1 Friday, April 21       11:15am - 12:00pm

EMPOWERING NATIVE AMERICAN YOUTH THROUGH STEM: LESSONS
FROM THE WACCAMAW SIOUAN STEM STUDIO | RM 1413A,
DOWNSTAIRS
Coty Sutherland, Software Engineering Manager - Red Hat, Inc.

As you probably know, the underrepresentation of Native Americans in STEM fields is a
persistent problem, but one that can be addressed through early and consistent engagement
in STEM education. The Waccamaw Siouan STEM Studio, an award-winning STEM program for
tribal youth, has developed a successful model for promoting STEM education and careers
among Native American youth.

Led by Indigenous community members and grounded in Indigenous values, the STEM Studio
provides a culturally inclusive environment for youth to learn about STEM topics and interact
with STEM professionals who look like them. The program has expanded to include annual
programs like the Yaccune Camp and STEM Day, as well as new experiences such as
computer programming, archaeology, and 3D printing.

In this presentation, we will share the story of how the STEM Studio was founded and the
values that drive the program. We will also provide practical guidance for audience members
who may be interested in starting their own STEM programs in their tribes or communities.
Topics covered will include securing funding and fiscal sponsorship, identifying STEM
professionals within the community, and developing culturally responsive programming.

We believe that empowering Native American youth through STEM education is a critical step
in addressing the lack of representation in STEM fields. By sharing our experiences and lessons
learned, we hope to inspire and support others in creating similar programs in their own
communities. Join us to learn more about the Waccamaw Siouan STEM Studio and how you
can make a difference in the lives of Native American youth.

Audience: Pre-College, College, Professionals                                     



2023 AISES CONFERENCE  REGION 7 
AFTERNOON  OPTION 1 - PROFESSIONAL SESSIONS

DAY 1 Friday, April 21       1:15pm - 2:00pm

HEALTHY PEOPLE MAKES HEALTHY COMMUNITIES | RM 1458A,
DOWNSTAIRS
Rocky Locklear, Clinical Mental Health Counselor - Scotland Family Counseling Center

For generations, Indigenous peoples have used a holistic model to discuss the many aspects of
one's individual health, known as the medicine wheel. The medicine wheel maps the
interconnectedness of mental, emotional, physical, and spiritual health, as it pertains to the
community and the individual. During the presentation, we will discuss how to use the medicine
wheel concept to view our own personal health in a holistic manner. We will then determine real life
examples of how different aspects of our health affect each other. Finally, we will construct action
plans to address needs in our individual health and utilize tools to compact unhealthy practices. 

Audience: Pre-College, College, Professionals

MENTORING: "A LIFE CHANGING EXPERIENCE" | RM 1403A, DOWNSTAIRS
Lisa Hunt, Director of Grants and Sponsored Programs and Louis F. McIntyre, Director, Grants
Evaluation and Compliance - RCC 

Identify/recognize the characteristics of a positive mentor/mentee relationship.
List the responsibilities of a mentor and mentee.
Understand the principles of giving feedback.

This session will provide participants with information on the concept of positive mentoring, and the
value of being a mentor or mentee. Participants will engage in experiential learning exercise(s) that
reinforce the benefits of having a mentor. 
Participants will be able to

Audience: College, Professionals

NATIVE EMPLOYEE RESOURCE GROUPS | RM 1447B, UPSTAIRS
Sunny Myers, Senior Inclusion & Diversity Business Partner - Palo Alto Networks & Calvin Locklear,
Technical Program Manager- Red Hat, Inc.,  Josh Hammonds- Cisco
Come learn about starting and/or sustaining a Native Employee Resource Group (ERG) at your
organization. Attendees will learn about ERG best practices and hear from employees with thriving
communities at their companies. 

Audience: College



2023 AISES CONFERENCE  REGION 7 
AFTERNOON  OPTION 1  - TALKING CIRCLES

DAY 1 Friday April 21      2:15pm - 3:30pm

TALKING CIRCLE FOR PROFESSIONALS | RM 1463A (CULINARY LAB)
Rocky Locklear, Clinical Mental Health Counselor - Scotland Family Counseling Center

As professionals what are some issues that need to be addressed to better serve our Native
communities

Audience: Professionals

TALKING CIRCLE FOR WOMEN | AUDITORIUM STAGE
Sunny Myers, Senior Inclusion & Diversity Business Partner  - Palo Alto Networks

This is a sacred, safe, and non-judgmental space where women can show up to share their stories,
struggles, and triumphs. The intention is to listen, learn, connect, and heal....TOGETHER! 

Audience: Pre-College, College, Professionals



6:00pm-8:00pm - Banquet
 

Oakwood Farms and Venue
955 Red Hill Road, Maxton, NC  28364

https://www.oakwoodfarmsandvenue.com/
 

(Transportation departing from Auditorium at 5:15) 
                          

2023 AISES REGION 7 CONFERENCE BANQUET

8:00pm - 10:00pm - Dance/Social
   Elite Entertainment

 Lumbee Tribe Holdings, Inc.
 Duke Energy
 Lumberton Visitors Bureau
 Merck 

Banquet Agenda

Welcome – Dr. Kenneth L. Bowen

 Remarks – Eagle Sponsors

Remarks – John Lowery, Lumbee Tribal Chairman 

Blessing – Howard Jacobs, Waccamaw Siouan Tribal Council 

 

Catering Service - Dial's Catering



Eagle Sponsor



Eagle Sponsor

https://www.lumberton-nc.com



Eagle Sponsor

https://www.merck.com





 Keynote Speaker - Saturday, April 22 

           Zach Oxendine was born and raised in Rock Hill, South Carolina but currently
resides and works in Reston, Virginia. He is a member of the Lumbee tribe and a
Child of Deaf Adults (CODA). He enlisted in the Air Force in 2014 winning airman of
the year in 2017 and after serving for four and half years in Cyber Systems
Operations, he entered the Air Force reserves where he continues to serve as a
Cyber Staff Sergeant. During his enlistment he earned his associates in Information
Technology from the Community College of the Air Force. Zach is now an
Engineering Technical Program Manager at Microsoft working on Air Gap Cloud
Solutions. In addition to engineering, he serves as the external lead for Microsoft’s
United States Indigenous Employee Resource Group. Zach is also on the Cyber
Defense Advisory Board at University of North Carolina at Pembroke. Zach leads the
development of STEM camps for High School students. Zach has delivered keynotes
at the White House, conferences and colleges. Zach also consults on cybersecurity
education, and workforce development with tribal communities, rural communities,
and college programs alike.

ZACH OXENDINE - MICROSOFT ENGINEERING TECHNICAL PROGRAM MANAGER, 
STEM Tribal Camp Lead, External Lead US Indigenous Employee Resource Group



2023 AISES REGION 7 CONFERENCE  
 MORNING  SESSIONS 10 :15 AM BLOCK

DAY 2 Saturday, April 22      10:15am - 11:00am

TRICKSTER'S CHALLENGE: AN ESCAPE ROOM | RM 1404B, UPSTAIRS
Deneen Hernandez, Retired Forensic Examiner, Retired - FBI Laboratory Seneca Nation of
Indians

An escape room, also known as a puzzle room, exit game, or riddle room is a game in which
a team of players discovers clues, solves puzzles, and accomplish tasks.

Audience: Pre-College, College, Professionals

CHAPTER SUCCESS | RM 1447B, UPSTAIRS
Kaitlon Lyons, Engagement Officer - AISES

Session will be on how to create and maintain an AISES chapter, tips for doing so, and
general info about AISES. 

Audience: College, Professionals

POTTERY: THE ORIGIN AND FUNCTION OF THIS CULTURAL ART FORM |
RM 1453A, DOWNSTAIRS
Kerry Revels, Visual Arts Teacher - PSRC Lumberton High School

We will briefly discuss the origin of pottery among indigenous cultures in America. The
function of ceramics and how natives embrace the utility of having pottery. As we discuss
briefly, I then will begin to make either a coil pot, pinch-pot, or combination of the two. As I
demo this process, I will continue the conversation with techniques of hand building. I will
discuss greenware, bisque (earthenware), and glaze pottery processes. In conclusion of
each session, I will finish a greenware piece to dry and give time for questions.

Audience: College, Professionals

SOAPMAKING & SEWING:  OUR WHY? | RM 1403A, DOWNSTAIRS
April Whittemore Locklear - The Luna Tree, Inc. & Sandra Whittemore, SandyKatz

The Luna Tree LLC and SandyKatz Ribbon Skirtz, a Mother-Daughter, Indigenous Small
Business born from medicinal and mental wellness. One of the traditions in the community I
grew up in centered around the harmony with a woman’s moon cycles- celebrated as a
restoration and rebirthing of the family. "Washing" is a ceremony to begin, renew, and let
go. Fabric carries names, beliefs and strength. Sandra Whittemore will guide participants
through the soap making process and ribbon skirt building, all for The Love of Community.
  
Audience: College, Professionals



2023 AISES REGION 7 CONFERENCE  
 MORNING  SESSIONS 11:15  AM BLOCK

DAY 2 Saturday, April 22      11:15am  - 12pm

LEVERAGING LINKEDIN | RM 1448B, UPSTAIRS
Dr. Kenneth Bowen, Director of Institutional Planning & Research - RCC

This session will focus on how to leverage LinkedIn for professional success and networking.
You will learn how to construct a stellar profile, find and add connections, share content,
increase followers, access professional development, and find jobs.  

Audience: College, Professionals

POTTERY: THE ORIGIN AND FUNCTION OF THIS CULTURAL ART FORM |
RM 1453A, DOWNSTAIRS
Kerry Revels, Visual Arts Teacher - PSRC Lumberton High School

We will briefly discuss the origin of pottery among indigenous cultures in America. The
function of ceramics and how natives embrace the utility of having pottery. As we discuss
briefly, I then will begin to make either a coil pot, pinch-pot, or combination of the two. As I
demo this process, I will continue the conversation with techniques of hand building. I will
discuss greenware, bisque (earthenware), and glaze pottery processes. In conclusion of
each session, I will finish a greenware piece to dry and give time for questions.

Audience: College, Professionals

INDIGENOUS HEALING PRACTICES IN THERAPY | RM 1421B, UPSTAIRS
Kimberly Owen, Licensed Clinical Mental Health Counselor - Sage Healing and Wellness

Native and Indigenous Communities suffer from staggering statistics of poor mental health,
poor physical health, addiction, and low self-esteem,  This toxic recipe perpetuates
unresolved generational trauma in our people.

Audience: College, Professionals



Turtle Sponsors

https://www.eticommunity.com

https://cummingsaerospace.com

https://cummingsaerospace.com/


Turtle Sponsors

Jody Bullard Kristie Hunt

Yvonne Dial Richard Jones

Josephine Doss Rudy Locklear

Bobby Emanuel Wendy Moore

Homer Fields Billy Oxendine

Gerald Goolsby Chocajuana Oxendine

Kathy Hunt Annie Taylor

HTTPS://WWW.ROBESON.EDU/STUDENT-LIFE/STUDENTACTIVITIES/FAPSS

Lumbee Tribal Council Members



Turtle Sponsors

https://metconus.com

https://www.dominionenergy.com 

https://metconus.com/
https://www.dominionenergy.com/


 
Region 7 (Southeast)
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Bear Sponsors

Department of
Agriculture,
Florence, SC



Bear Sponsors



Deer Sponsors

Dr. Kenneth L. Bowen Jarrod Lowery – State Representative  

Sheriff Burnis Wilkins Faline Dial – County Commissioner 

Lumbee River EMC  
Lumbee Regional Development Association

(LRDA) 

Northeastern-Khoury College of
Computer Science 

Jody Bullard – Tribal Council  

Patterson’s Steak and Grill  Judy Sampson – County Commissioner  

Boles Funeral Home Department of Agriculture – Florence, SC  

Michael Jacobs The Luna Tree, LLC 

Triangle UXPA  NC Commission of Indian Affairs 

Daniell Perez  
Southeast Climate Adaptation Science Center 

NC State 

MaDukes Sweets & Treats  CQue Food/Vending  

Worriax Backhoe Service  John Cummings – County Commissioner 

Scott Lamm Ginger Oxendine 

Bio Pharma Professional Services,
LLC 

Fran's Favorites

Worriax Backhoe Service Loretta Allen 

North Carolina Louis Stokes Alliance
for Minority Participation (NC-

LSAMP) grant at UNCP 
Cisco

State Farm – Corbin Eddings EZPZ Lemonade 

Lumbee Outfitters Phil Co Food Truck

Hunt's Tire Icebreakers Snoball



Ursula Adams Megan Locklear

Loretta Allen Rudy Locklear

 Kristy Blue Scottie Locklear

Dr. Kenneth Bowen Kaitlyn Lyons

Jamie Collins Stephanie McNeill

Valerie Deese  Derek Miller

Veronica Freeman Samantha Oxendine

Vonda Graham Myia Reyes

William Hunt  Heath Worriax

Special Thanks To:

 

Robeson Community College Foundation

&

Kristy Blue, RCC AISES President

Region 7 Southeast Logo Art Credit 

 

PLANNING COMMITTEE






